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Course Description 

Art is a great way to learn! Through hands-on experiences, students explore the visual 

arts in a series of art lessons based on the Massachusetts Arts Curriculum Standards in a 

sequential art program for grades 6, 7, and 8. A variety of methods, materials, and 

techniques are used to create two-dimensional and three-dimensional visual art forms that 

encourage innovation, experimentation, and reflection.  Using the elements of art, the 

principles of design, and a variety of art concepts, students use critical and creative 

thinking to visually express themselves and the world around them. Students use their 

imaginations and observation skills to create unique works of art, and they learn about 

master artists, art history, and the art of world cultures. Through art, students learn 

perseverance, build self-confidence, and gain a deeper understanding of themselves and 

others. Whenever possible, students make connections between the arts, other academic 

subjects, their everyday lives, technology, and the world.  Students are encouraged to 

think like artists and engage in a lifelong appreciation of the arts. 

 

 Major Topics 
 Students explore 3 major themes each year. 

 

Grade 6 

* The Natural World: Students explore nature through art. 

* Art Reflects Our Lives: Students use personal experience as a source of inspiration. 

* World Cultures and their Artistic Traditions: Students explore the art of world cultures. 

 

Grade 7 

* The Built Environment:  Students explore 2-D and 3-D structural design. 

* My Place in the World Community:  Students explore the modern world through art. 

* Artistic Expression in Ancient Civilizations: Students use the art of the ancient world  

   as a source of inspiration. 

 

Grade 8 

* Invented Worlds:   Students explore Surrealism and the use of fantasy in art. 

* The Power of Expression: Students explore the power of art as visual communication. 

* Art of America’s Westward Expansion: Students use Early American art as a source of 

inspiration.  

 

*Topics are not necessarily listed in the order in which they will be taught. 

 

   (Please continue on the back) 



 

Instructional Materials 

Hard copy and digital media, including art reproductions, instructional posters, websites, 

artifacts, art books, art magazines, handouts, videos, demonstrations, and student art. 

 

Assessment Tools   

   Art Portfolios                                                         Self-evaluations 

   Class Participation                                                 Teacher observations 

   Pre and Post Assessments                                      Rubrics 

   Reflective Writing                                                 Class Critiques 

                                                        

See Individual Student Education Plans for modifications where applicable. 

 

Homework Expectations 

Students are encouraged to keep a sketchbook and draw at home.  Occasionally, students 

will be asked to bring in materials such as recyclables for specific art projects. 

 

Makeup Procedure 

Students are expected to makeup incomplete and missing art assignments as homework, 

during SSB, or after school in the art room when necessary. 

 

Grading Policy 

Students receive an E (Excellent), S (Satisfactory) or U (Unsatisfactory) for their art 

grade each term based on their completed art assignments and class participation. 

 

General Information 

*Students have art classes for 50 minutes and meet once during a 6 day cycle. 

*Students are strongly encouraged to wear clothing suitable for making art.  

*Students are required to keep a portfolio of their art assignments. 

*All students participate in the End of Year Art Show. 

 

Art Room Rules and Expectations 

*Students should follow the Central RAMS expectations at all times: 

  Respect, Attitude, Motivation, and Safety. 

*Students are required to be on time with a PENCIL and be ready to learn. 

*Students are to listen carefully to instructions and organize class time wisely. 

*Students are expected to use good craftsmanship and do their best at all times. 

*Students are to use art materials, tools, and equipment safely and appropriately. 

*Student artwork should be thoughtfully completed to the best of one’s ability. 

*Students are responsible for cleaning their work areas at the end of class. 

*Unacceptable behavior will result in a warning, class or office detention, and a 

   phone call to a student’s parent or guardian when necessary. 

 

Adjustments may be made in this syllabus to meet student needs. 

 

 


