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selves in silly situa-
tions.  They will also 
learn more 
about the let-
ters n and d.   

Kindergarten news is 
continued on page 2! 

The kindergarten stu-
dents are working very 
hard and doing a wonder-
ful job.  We completed 
our first three Tro-
phies reading themes 
which were Getting to 
Know You, I Am Spe-

cial, and Around the 
Table.  Our next Tro-
phies reading theme is  

Silly Business.  
This theme in-
cludes stories about  
people and animals 
who find them-

Kindergarten ~ Mrs. Lindsay, Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. 
Pettinelli, & Mrs. Diauto 

Students have been and 
will continue to be intro-
duced to various aspects 
of the library at the ap-
propriate levels. In 
the area of library 
citizenship, stu-
dents demonstrate 
appropriate behav-
ior, proper care of 
materials and recognize, 
understand and use li-
brary vocabulary. In the 
area of library organiza-
tion and research, stu-
dents are introduced to 
the parts of a book, and 
they recognize, locate and 
use beginner books, pic-
ture books, fiction and 
nonfiction books, periodi-
cals and reference books 
such as the encyclopedia. 
They will recognize the 

call number of a book 
and use alphabetical 
order to locate fiction 
books and the Dewey 

Decimal System 
to locate nonfic-
tion books. In the 
area of literature 
elements, stu-
dents listen to 

stories of various 
lengths for increased 
time periods. Students 
recognize the elements 
of a story, the plot, the 
characters and the set-
ting. They can identify 
the main character. Stu-
dents also recognize the 
beginning, middle and 
end of the story. Stu-
dents distinguish be-
tween fact and fiction in 
materials read and lis-

tened to. In the area of 
literature appreciation, 
students are exposed to 
a variety of books such 
as picture books, begin-
ning chapter books, nov-
els, nonfiction books, 
poetry, short stories, 
mythology, fairy tales, 
tall tales, nursery 
rhymes and biography 
through read alouds. 
Students learn the sig-
nificance of the Calde-
cott and Newbery Award 
books and are intro-
duced to a variety of 
genres such as fantasy, 
science fic-
tion, realistic 
fiction, his-
torical fiction 
and myster-
ies. 
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ity, and additionally in grades K 
– 3 for stereopsis, which indicates 
how the eyes are working to-
gether.  If you receive a referral 
indicating that your child did not 
pass the screening, please make 
an appointment with an ophthal-
mologist for an exam. If you can 
not afford the exam or glasses, 
please let me know as there are 
resources available to help you. If 

child.   
During the month of November 
First Grade will be starting a new 
reading theme, “It’s My Turn 
Now”.  Parents can discuss with 
their children how they have 
grown and changed over time.  
Children can work at home with 
family members to create a time 
line that shows what they could 
do at different ages.   

First Grade is off to a wonderful 
school year!  The classes enjoyed 
a beautiful day at Ward’s Berry 
Farm on October 10th.  The 
students loved going on a 
hayride through the farm 
and picking their own pump-
kins.   
We have begun the Trophies 
Reading Program.  The children 

have weekly spelling words and 
high frequency words that in-
crease their volume of vocabulary 
knowledge.  Practicing and 
learning these words will in-
crease their fluency and reading 
comprehension.  To learn more 
about this program visit the 

website www.harcourtschools.com. 
You will find some great activi-
ties to share at home with your 

your child wears glasses, please 
make sure he/she wears them to 
school, and let me 
know that your child 
has them. Working 
together is the best 
way to ensure school 
success for your child. Contact me 
at 617-984-8928 or email 
Mjoyce@quincy.k12.ma.us. Peggy 
Joyce RN  

Each year every student at Mont-
clair School has a vision screen-
ing by the school nurse. The pur-
pose of this screening is to detect 
any changes in vision that may 
make learning difficult for the 
child. The elementary school 
years are a time of rapid growth 
and vision changes can occur 
quickly. Each child is screened 
for near and distance visual acu-

In Math the children will com-
plete our unit called “Getting 
Started with Numbers 0-5.”  
In our next unit in Math 
the children will compare 
sets of objects and make 
simple graphs.  

In Social Sciences the children 
will read and learn stories about 
the Pilgrims and the Native 
Americans and the way they cele-
brated the First Thanksgiving.  
The children will have a special 
friendship gathering and cele-
brate with special foods that the 

children will make and share.  Of 
course, you should be on the look 

out for turkeys and pilgrims 
to arrive home in their fold-
ers. 

For our special activity com-
ing in December the kinder-

garten classes will have an imagi-
nary trip on the Polar Express.  
On Tuesday, December 23rd the 
kindergarten children are encour-
aged to wear their pajamas to 
school and we will watch the Po-
lar Express together.  We will 
share hot chocolate and cookies 

as the children do in the movie. 

A very special thank you to all 
the parents who have helped 
make the first months of school 
so positive!  We are pleased at 
what the children are doing at 
home on their homework to sup-
port what they are learning dur-
ing the school day. 

Lastly, we want to 
wish all Montclair 
families a healthy, 
happy, and safe holi-
day season. 

Kindergarten Continued... 

Grade 1 ~ Mrs. Gao, Mrs. Kane, & Mrs. Connolly 

Nurse ~ Mrs. Joyce 
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Christmas, Hanukkah, and 
Kwanzaa.  These activities will 
tie into our Holiday Music Pro-
gram, which will be held in De-
cember.  As the year comes to a 
close we hope you all have a won-
derful holiday season!  Thank you 
for your continued support and 
interest in your child’s learning.  
We look forward to a Happy 
Healthy 2009! 

Please continue to read 15 min-
utes per night, these books 
should include the take home 
booklets sent home each 
week.   
In Math we will be working 
on addition and subtraction 
facts and strategies through ten.  
Some math vocabulary words 
first graders should be familiar 
with are:  count on, count back, 

number line, related facts, 

fact family, pictograph, bar 

graph, tally chart, sum, 

difference, addends, 

match, greater than, 

fewer than, and equal to. 
As December approaches, 

the students will learn about the 
many different holiday customs 
and traditions that are celebrated 
around the world, including 

Here are some helpful online 
homework aids: 
 
http://www.factmonster.com/
h o m e w o r k / -
This website 
offers students 
practical re-
sources and 
online tutoring 
help by academic subjects. 
 
www.studybuddy.com -This web-
site offers help for both students 
and parents on a variety of aca-
demic subjects.  
 
http://www.educationworld.com/
students/study/index.shtml - 
This site offers help with home-
work and study skills. In addi-
tion, it has links to online ency-
clopedias and libraries to help 
students with research projects. 
 
http://www.timeforkids.com/
TFK/hh/rr/ ─ This is another 
useful website to help students 
with their homework. Students 
can search for resources by aca-
demic subject. 

Happy holidays to all parents 
and students. I hope everyone 
has had a chance to enjoy the 
beautiful fall foliage and the 
crisp, brisk fall air.  
 
I would like to share with you 
some guidance related activities. 
I will be presenting a series of 
bullying curriculums to 1st, 2nd, 
and 4th grade students, starting 
with the 4th grade classes first. I 
will be using Steps to Respect: a 
bullying prevention curriculum 
in the 4th grade classes. The 
goal of this curriculum is to 
teach students the skills to rec-
ognize, prevent and report bully-
ing by teaching them friendship 
making skills and how to treat 
everyone with respectful and 
tolerance.  
 
 The students will have the op-
portunity to practice bullying 
prevention skills through 
small group discussion, 
role modeling by coun-
selor and role playing 
with each other. I hope to 
empower each and every 

student with the knowledge that 
he or she can make a difference 
in preventing bullying in school. 
 
Here are several tips to help 
your child succeed in school: 
 
Get Organized! Using the 
agenda book is the most impor-
tant tool in helping students 
manage their time and school-
work. Parents should encourage 
their children to use the agenda 
book daily for writing down all 
assignments or notes from teach-
ers. In addition, the following 
website offers step-by-step tips 
to help your child to be more or-
ganized. Please visit http://
www.greatschools.net/cgi-bin/
showarticle/ca/204/improve if 
your child is having difficulty 
with organizational skills.  
 
Homework Schedule: Estab-

lishing a regular after-school 
homework schedule is an-
other important step in help-
ing your child succeed in 
school.  
 

Grade 1 Continued... 

Guidance ~ Ms. Lam 
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work on special content rich ac-
tivities and projects that the lim-
ited hours of the school day do 
not permit.   
This fall Montclair’s students are 
creating their own after school 

snacks and then challeng-
ing their peers to  games 
from the past such as Hop 
Scotch, Hula Hoop and Chi-
nese Jump Rope, sharing 
picture books and serving 
up the recipes found in the 
texts, solving the mystery 

of the missing money in our own 
CSI Montclair,  playing chess, 
writing and illustrating their own 
books, designing  and creating 
crafts and jewelry, plotting stra-
tegic moves in math games, pre-
paring for their first dance per-
formance, exploring the lives of 
great artists and creating master-
pieces of their own, learning 

scrap booking techniques to re-
cord their own memories through 
photography, exploring the new 
and unknown in the world of sci-
ence and  developing an under-
standing of the importance of 
regular exercise through partici-
pation in our 21st Century pro-
grams.  Students also have a 
quiet, supervised homework time 
to get started on their nightly 
work with instructional resources 
and a teacher available to assist 
with questions about assign-
ments. 
When you see a program director 
of one Montclair’s 21st Century 
Community Learning Center Pro-
grams please thank them for 
sharing their personal interests 
and special talents with our stu-
dents in these out- of- school 
hours activities. 

Montclair’s 21st Century Commu-
nity Learning Center programs 
are up and running this fall with 
the return of many student favor-
ites and the creation of a number 
of new offerings.  Seventeen pro-
grams provide our students 
in grades 2-5 with the op-
portunity to participate in a 
wide variety of academic 
enrichment activities and 
projects that complement 
their daily curriculums and 
Montclair families are tak-
ing full advantage of these 
programs with over 190 spaces 
filling rapidly with eager partici-
pants.  
21st Century Programs allow 
Montclair staff joined by staff 
from other schools and commu-
nity agencies to share their out of 
school interests and hobbies with 
small groups of students. They 

The second graders began the 
new school year with enthusiasm 
and excitement!  They are well 
into an established routine and 
into our Trophies reading pro-
gram.  The students are very 
hard working!  We have com-
pleted spelling, writing and 
grammar activities for the theme 
“Being Me”.  The second theme, 
“Helping Hands” introduces stu-
dents to genres such as photo-
graphic essays, realistic fiction 
and fantasy fiction.  We have 
some terrific writers in grade two 
and have written thank you notes 
and friendly letters.  We have 
begun learning about writing 
paragraphs using “colorful 
words.”  We’ve read some really 

nice writings. 
We have many wonderful mathe-
maticians who are busily learn-
ing new skills and concepts eve-
ryday.  We have finished the first 
unit, which includes number 
sense, addition, subtraction and 
graphing.  We are now working 
on place value.  Place value is 
challenging for the students.  It is 
the basis for understanding all 
mathematical concepts.  Finally, 
please help your child maintain 
their addition and subtraction 
facts by practicing them often. 
In Social Studies, we have 
completed map skills and 
are learning about the con-
tinents.  We will learn 
about different cultures of 

the world which will include cus-
toms, traditions and family life.    
In Science, we studied the plant 
cycle.  We planted bean seeds, 
observed their growth and 
learned about the importance of 
food, air, water and sunlight.  We 
will begin to learn about the cycle 
of the seasons and the constella-
tions that change accordingly.  
On December 8th, we will go to 
the Hayden Planetarium at the 
Museum of Science to see the 
show, “Winter Lights.”  After the 
holidays, we will begin a Simple 

Machines unit. 
 As always, thank you for 
your continued support and 
interest in your child’s 
learning. 

Grade 2 ~ Ms. Collura, Ms. MacLean, Ms. Marx, & Mrs. Wetherby 

21st Century Grant Programs ~ Mrs. Joyce, Facilitator  
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Special Education ~ Ms. Little 
Visualization-Verbalization is a teaching approach that is based in the theory that thinking involves the 
activity of two systems, the verbal system which deals directly with language and the nonverbal system 
which deals with objects and events. Reading involves both systems. Therefore encourage your children to 
visualize as they read. Tell them to turn the words into pictures. Ask them to “make a movie” in their head 
as they read. This idea of visualization is also useful to practice vocabulary. Instead of defin-
ing a word, ask your child to give a verbal description of what they would see for the word. 
For example: to visualize angry you might see a person with a frown, maybe folded arms or 
stamping their feet in a temper tantrum. To visualize delighted you would get a very different 
picture. You might say visualizing-verbalizing improves brain function. 

exploring the relationship between 
repeated addition and multiplica-
tion. They will use the Commuta-
tive Property, Associative Property, 
and Properties of One and Zero to 
find missing numbers. They will be 
learning to skip count, draw a pic-
ture, and write a multiplication 
sentence to find the product. When 
multiplication lessons begin, it is 
very important that your child 
practice their facts each day. 
Massachusetts Our Home is the 
topic of the third grade social stud-
ies program. Our studies right now 
include the first people of Massa-
chusetts, the Native Americans 
and the Pilgrims.  The children are 
very interested in these topics and 
had a wonderful time on our field 
trip. As part of our study of these 
Massachusetts people, we visited 
Plimoth Plantation, a replica 17th 
century village, on November 13.  
Thank you to the parents who vol-
unteered to chaperone! 
We hope that you enjoyed your 
child’s time line.  We certainly en-
joyed looking at them and discuss-
ing them at school.  It was obvious 
that the children put a lot of time 
and effort into this project. Great 
work!    
Thank you very much for your sup-
port throughout the year. 
 

Something about the “Nothings” in 
Third Grade 

Have you ever asked your child what they 
did in school and received a “nothing” in 

reply?  Well, here’s a little something about 
the nothings.  

We have had a great start to the 
school year!  The children are 
working on staying organized to be 
successful in third grade.  The 
Take-Home folder and Homework 
Checklist will help them achieve 
this during a busy week. Please 
note that spelling tests are on Fri-
days, and children should review 
their words each night. In addition 
to written homework, students 
should be reading 20-30 minutes 
daily, as we feel that this 
is important to improving 
reading skills. 
We have finished our first 
theme in the Trophies 
reading program, 
“Something Special.” The 
children have enjoyed reading sto-
ries from a variety of different gen-
res.  They are learning to use 
strategies and focus skills that are 
used by good readers. Our lan-
guage arts studies have included 
writing descriptive paragraphs and 
using colorful words.  Grammar 
lessons included types of sentences, 
and subjects and predicates. We 
are in the middle of our second 
theme, “What a Team!” In this 

theme children are reading about 
animals and people who work to-
gether to help others. Grammar 
lessons include all types of nouns: 
common, proper, singular, plural, 
and singular possessive.  Students 
will work on writing an effective 
paragraph.  The third theme in our 
Trophies reading program will be 
“Friends to Grow With.” During 
this theme, children will see how 
people grow and change through 
their relationships with others. 
They will do this by reading how 
friends and family influence real 
and fictional characters.  
In math, children have learned 

about place value 
and money.  They 
wrote numbers in 
three different 
forms: standard, ex-
panded, and word.  
They compared, or-

dered, and rounded whole num-
bers.  Students enjoyed many 
hands-on activities involving count-
ing coins and bills.  In Unit 2, Ad-
dition and Subtraction, students 
are learning about the properties of 
addition, the rules of subtraction, 
how to estimate sums, regroup 
ones and tens, and add and sub-
tract greater numbers.  After the 
holidays, students will begin their 
multiplication studies. We will be 

Grade 3 ~ Mrs. Meade, Ms. Egan, & Mr. Perfetuo 
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gearing up for their recorder pro-
gram which will begin in Febru-
ary.  They need to know all their 
note names, note values, time 
signatures, rhythmic patterns, 
etc. in order to successfully tran-
sition into this exciting program.  
They’re keeping music folders in 
their classroom, which are al-
ready filled with evidence of their 
hard work.  Grade 4 is experienc-
ing chorus for the first time.  The 
whole of grade 4 meets every 
other week to sing in a rehearsal 
setting.  They are learning about 
how their body is an instrument 
to be cared for and used properly 

for singing.  Grade 5 just com-
pleted several performances of 
United We Stand for Kids Vote.  
This rousing performance 
stressed the importance of voting. 
Their singing certainly inspired 
our Montclair community to cast 
our votes!  They did a great job.  
Now, with December right 
around the corner, all grades will 
begin their Holiday Concert 
preparations this week.  We hope 
you will join us for our celebra-
tion of music on December 17th, 
at 1:00PM in the gym.  

Kindergarten has been working 
very hard on pitch matching and 
memory.  We need to work on 
s i n g i ng  w i t h  o u r  l i g h t 
voices….there is no shouting in 
music!  Grade 1 has begun study-
ing their notes and note values 
and they recognize the treble clef 
too!  They loved singing their 
Halloween music.  If you’re still 
in a “spooky” mood, ask them to 
sing BOO!  Grade 2 is working on 
rhythmic performance and me-
lodic contour (hearing a melody 
line ascend and descend).  They 
love to sing in small groups and 
even solo!  Grade 3 has been 

Music ~ Mrs. O’Sullivan 
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We are proud to be part of such a 
warm and inviting school commu-
nity! After the Dynamic Indica-
tors of Basic Early Literacy Skills 
(DIBELS) data was collected, the 
Integrated Learning Team met at 
the beginning of October. We 
soon began working with the chil-
dren who were placed in the liter-
acy program. The students have 
been working hard and are al-
ready making great strides in our 
intervention programs.  
Both MCAS and GRADE tests for 
second and third graders have 
indicated a need to focus on ex-
plicit instruction of comprehen-
sion strategies to improve scores.  

Therefore our fo-
cus this year will 
be comprehension 
of non-fiction 
texts. We will use 
a different strand 

of last years’ program, Project 
Read, called Project Read Report 
Form. This program uses multi-
sensory techniques to teach stu-
dents the elements of a non-
fiction story. Students will be 
learning to skim the text, identify 
the subject, pull out facts from 
the story, categorize facts, and 
learn how to write an outline. 
Students have various hand sig-
nals to help them identify each 
component of the non-fiction 
story. Since literary elements can 
seem abstract to children, this 
program makes the elements 
meaningful and concrete.  
 The Literacy teachers have been 
the proud recipients of grant 
funds this fall through Quincy 
School-Community Partnership 
and Quincy Foundation for Excel-
lence in Education.  The mini-
grant funds have made possible 

the purchase of 38 fiction and 
non-fiction hardcover trade books 
used in conjunction with Project 
Read Story Form which is a com-
prehension program that identi-
fies specific story elements using 
a variety of genres.  The books 
are colorful and engaging and the 
hard copies will ensure their use 
as a resource for many years to 
come.  Parents interested in sup-
porting the fundraising events 
that support these mini-grants 
are encouraged to attend ‘Tis the 
Season…Symphony and Song! in 
December, Abba/ Bee Gees in 
March, Evening at Pops in May 
and QSPC  Annual Gold Tourna-
ment in June. 
We look forward to a wonderful 
year ahead and to meeting with 
you during conferences in Novem-
ber! 

Literacy ~ Mr. Siegel & Mrs. Iredale 



state capitals, major rivers, 
lakes, and other waterways, 
major cities, and other inter-
esting physical features.  Our 
study of this region also in-
cludes a more in-depth look 
at the Iroquois.  Students are 
enjoying reading Children of 
the Longhouse, by noted Na-
tive American writer Joseph 
Bruchac.   
Our next region of study will 
be the Southeast states.  
We’ll take a closer look at 
Washington, D.C., as well as 
the amazing Everglades Na-
tional Park in Florida.  As 
the year progresses in social 
studies, we will continue to 
study other important re-
gions of the United States.  A 
key focus of fourth grade is 

the geography of 
North America.  
Parents can help 
enrich their stu-
dent’s background 

knowledge through sharing 
of postcards, letters, or photo-
graphs with family members 
who may live in other regions 
of the U.S. 
Parents can help their stu-
dents in so many ways!  Read 
to and with your child as of-
ten as possible!   Family dis-
cussions are an important 
way to help your child de-
velop his or her language 
skills.  Visiting libraries, mu-
seums, historical sites, or 
other places of interest will 
help build your child’s back-
ground knowledge and vo-
cabulary.  

Children have been very busy 
in fourth grade math.  We 
have spent time learning the 
classroom procedures and ad-
justing to switching between 
three different teachers.  We 
learned the importance of 
place value and enjoyed 
adding and subtracting 
money.  The children have 
practiced rounding large 
numbers and have created 
bar graphs.  The focus recently 
has been on multiplication.  
Please spend any time you can 
reviewing the multiplication 
facts with your child.  A great 
website to use is multiplica-
tion.com.  Ask your child to 
show you some of the fun 
games they can enjoy while 
practicing their facts on this 
website.  Your child’s mastery 
of the multiplication facts will 
ensure they are well prepared 
as we begin multiplication and 
division of larger numbers.  
The next few months will be 
spent mastering these skills 
as well as algebraic reasoning, 
customary and metric meas-
urements, and time and tem-
perature.  We are off to a great 
start and looking forward to 
growing and learning to-
gether.   
Currently in science, we are 
learning about renewable and 
nonrenewable resources.  
We will be doing some 
hands on learning about 
the power of solar energy 
by building and experi-
menting with some solar ma-
chines, such as a water heater, 

model solar home and a solar 
oven!  Thank you for all your 
recyclable materials you have 
been sending in.  Keep them 
coming!    In this unit, we will 
be also covering alternative 

energy sources and 
working on ways to re-
search new develop-
ments to help conserve 
our nonrenewable re-
sources.  The students 

will become aware of how 
much trash we produce and 
learn ways to “Reduce, Recycle 
and Reuse.”   We will also con-
tinue to work on our nonfic-
tion reading, comprehension 
and writing.  As a reminder, 
every student should be read-
ing their nonfiction article 
aloud and getting it initialed 
by an adult in the home as 
part of the weekly home-
work.  If you have not 
heard your child read to 
you, ask about the science 
homework. 
As the year moves along in 
science, we will be studying 
electricity and energy, includ-
ing renewable and non-
renewable sources of energy.  
We will also investigate tools 
and materials as students get 
involved in some engineering 
design challenges.   
In social studies class, stu-

dents are learning about 
the northeast region of the 
United States.  Students 
are learning about the his-
tory and culture of the 

northeast, as well as key geo-
graphical locations, such as 

Grade 4 ~ Mrs. Cox, Mrs. Hurley, & Mrs. Foley 
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The children in room 2 are off 
to a great start and they are 
working very hard. They 
have begun the Trophies 
Reading Program and the 
theme is Friendship. Our 
math is focusing on num-
ber concepts through 50 
and addition and subtrac-
tion facts. In social studies, 
the children read stories about 
Christopher Columbus and 
Halloween. This year is a 
great year for the children to 
learn about the election so the 
children learned how people 

vote for a president on Elec-
tion Day. In science, they are 

studying different weath-
ers, seasonal changes and 
watching the leaves chang-
ing their colors. They are 
also reading about spiders, 
ants and bats. 
The next couple of months 

the children will be continuing 
their reading themes in the 
Trophies Reading Pro-
gram. In math they will 
be continuing addition 
and subtraction facts 
but they will be focusing 

on the different types of 
graphs, plane shapes and 
solid shapes. In social stud-
ies they will learn the names 
of the different holidays and 
the different holiday cus-
toms and traditions that are 
celebrated around the world. 
In science they will read sto-
ries about different fish and 
how chicks and frogs grow 

because this will tie in 
with their reading 
themes. 
 

English Immersion Program ~ Mrs. Wu 

Winter safety is also an impor-
tant issue to teach new students 
who have no experience of going 
to school at freezing tempera-
tures. 
Aside from teaching, we adminis-
tered state mandated MEPA 
Reading and Writing Field Test, 
and fall assessments for third 
grade students and newcomers. 
Every year Massachusetts De-
partment of Education adminis-
ters the Massachusetts English 
Proficiency Assessment ( MEPA ) 
in order to evaluate the English 
proficiency of all English Lan-
guage Learners (ELLs) in read-
ing and writing, and the Massa-
chusetts English Language As-
sessment - Oral (MELA-O) in 
listening and speaking as well. 
The results of the assessments 
will be used to support your 
child’s education and help im-
prove our services. Thank you for 
the hard work of all attended 

The ELL (English Language 
Learner) program is designed to 
assist students acquiring English 
and learning subject matter con-
tent in English. These students 

are from di-
verse cultural 
backgrounds 
and do not 
speak English 
at home. Cur-
rently, they 
cannot perform 

classroom work in English suc-
cessfully. These students are of-
ten referred to as Limited Eng-
lish Proficient (LEP) or ELLs. 
This year some ELLs have been 
promoted to monitor status, 
meaning that they are not re-
quired to attend regular ELL 
classes. However, their classroom 
teachers, subject teachers, and 
ELL teachers will work together 
to assess their performances con-
stantly. We would like to offer 

our congratulations to those hard 
working students for the well-
deserved promotion. 
In the past two months we 
helped students review what 
they had learned from last year 
and also tried our best to ease 
their anxiety that they might 
have when entering a new grade, 
a new school, or a new country. 
Currently, Into English, pub-
lished by Hampton Brown, is our 
reading series for English acqui-
sition. Some units of the series 
are bound to significant Ameri-
can festivities, so newcomers and 
primary students can under-
stand American culture and 
learn associated vocabulary. 
Also, Trophies ELL Intervention 
is part of their learning series. In 
the coming months, we will focus 
on teaching four seasons and re-
lated topics, such as the beauty 
of winter in New England and 
fun activities during snowy days. 

English Language Learners ~ Mrs. Fung & Mrs. Haraska 
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into groups by attribute.   Late 
September found Science classes 
studying the special features that 
living things have that help them 
survive.  Some features are inher-
ited from generation to genera-
tion and others are acquired or 
learned from interaction with the 
environment.  Students will be 
identifying characteristics passed 
down from generation to genera-
tion in families and those that 
are acquired in response to 
changes in the environment.  
Can you find the seed of a pine 
tree?  Is it a pine cone?  We spent 

many class periods in Octo-
ber out in the schoolyard 
answering this and many 
other questions we had 

about plants while observing the 
structure of plants and how these 
structures function.   We even 
took on the role of agricultural 
engineers as we created tools in-
tended to assist insects in the 
pollination process.  To complete 
our study of plants students will 
participate in a scavenger hunt to 
locate and identify examples of 
the many types of leaves, stems 
and roots we have learned about 
in class.   
As we look ahead, 5th grade scien-
tists will combine their newly re-
freshed observation skills and 
knowledge about traits while ex-
ploring different ecosystems and 
biomes.   Students will recognize 
the teamwork necessary between 
living and nonliving elements for 
all members in an ecosystem to 
thrive through examination of how 
changes in air, climate, soil or wa-
ter conditions can drastically affect 
plants and animals in an ecosys-
tem.   After developing a clear un-
derstanding about the components 
common to all ecosystems students 
will read one of Jean Craighead 
George’s  One Day in the …..  se-
ries in preparation for creating eco-
system identification boxes. 

We began our year in Social 
Studies creating geography note-
books. Now completed these 
books are a great resource for 
those weekly “Grow” sheets. 
Check them out, they are fantas-
tic 
 Learning about our government 
is always fun when songs and 
movement are added. “United We 
Stand” was our community ser-
vice-learning project. Our mission 
was to promote voting awareness. 
We brought our message to the 
entire school and Work Inc. We 
encouraged all citizens to exercise 
their voting right. 
We are now moving our studies 
across the United States locating 
the sections of America where 
millions of people called home 
between 28,000BC to AD 1500. 
Learning about the ancient civili-
zation of the Aztec, Maya and the 
Inca helped the students create a 
contrast and comparison poster. 
The regions of the Southwest, 
Plains, Woodland and the North-
west Coast will be our focus. We 
will discuss economic, social and 
cultural activities of the people in 
early America. 
Please ask your children to share 
their social studies notebooks. 
You will be able to follow along as 
we work our way through our 
new Social Studies text “Making 
a New Nation.” 
Fifth grade math classes began 
the year on a positive note with a 
review of a longtime Mont-
clair favorite graphing and 
data collection.  Students 
combined measurement 
skills with data collection 
over time and knowledge of 
bar and line graphs to complete 
an apple dehydration study with 
ease.  Analysis of the data col-
lected posed little difficulty for 
this group of students as range, 
mode and median have been mas-

tered and it is expected that cal-
culating mean/average will fall 
into place as we continue to work 
on division.  Students have also 
completed assessments of their 
understanding of place value 
through the billions using expo-
nents, comparing and ordering 
decimals and we will continue to 
revisit these concepts throughout 
the year.  Please work with your 
children daily to help them mas-
ter the multiplication tables.  
These basic facts are the founda-
tion for every level of math. Re-
view of student created flash 
cards of F.F.F. (frequently for-
gotten facts) and daily drills in 
class will help your child achieve 
the confidence and knowledge 
needed for continued mathemati-
cal success. 
Students will begin second term 
working on double and triple 
digit multiplication and division.  
Math homework is a way of rein-
forcing and reviewing the con-
cepts that we learn in class each 
day.  However, there may be 
times when your child turns to 
you for help.  A resource that you 
may find handy is Houghton Mif-
flin’s Parent’s Place at http://
www.eduplace.com/parents/mw/.   
This website is aligned with your 
student’s textbook and is an ex-
cellent reference to use when you 
or your child are not clear about 
a math topic and need a place to 
look up definitions, procedures, 

explanations, and rules.            
Can you tell what an object is 
when you see it out of con-
text?  How about when you 
only see a small piece of the 
whole?  Can you describe an 

object in such clear detail that 
someone else can draw what you 
have described?  Using our 
senses, we have identified char-
acteristics of both living and non-
living objects and sorted them 

Grade 5 ~ Mrs. Joyce & Mrs. Ronayne 
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other activities, all focusing on 
team concepts and improving 
fundamental motor skills.  
The kid’s energy and excite-
ment levels are high and we 
will continue to have 
fun in the gym as 
the year goes on. 

This school year 
started off with a 
lot of excitement 
in the gym.  In 
every class stu-

dents start with a series of 
cardiovascular warm up calis-
thenics and stretches.  This is 

helping to teach them the im-
portance of daily exercise and 
how it is the key to helping 
maintain a healthy and active 
lifestyle.  Students have par-
ticipated in a number of differ-
ent games including kickball, 
soccer, capture the flag and 

Physical Education ~ Mr. Ryan 
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QPAC to Special Education  

Meetings 

3rd Tuesdays of the Month  

September—June 

7:00pm—9pm 

From 6:30pm-7:00pm a volun-
teer will be available to address 

any specific questions or con-
cerns you may have. 

Meetings are held at 

Broad Meadows Middle School 

50 Calvin Road, Quincy, MA 

If your child is on an IEP, 504 
Plan, placed “out-of district” or 
receives any special services 
through the Quincy Public 
Schools, you may want to attend 
the QPAC to Special Education 
Meetings. 

The Quincy Parent Advisory 
Council (QPAC) to Special Educa-
tion is a formally organized group 
of people committed to the best 
possible services for children with 
special needs.  The council, estab-
lished in 1977, functions under the 
state mandate for MA regulations. 

QPAC meets monthly to provide 
information, insights, techniques, 
and encouragement through infor-
mal discussions and special pres-
entations.     

All meetings are open to the pub-
lic and are advertised in the Pa-
triot Ledger, Quincy Sun, and on 
Quincy Cable Channels 22, 10, 
and 8.  

See www.quincypac.org for up-
dated meeting agenda, minutes, 
or changes. 

 

and teeth.  This approach makes 
their reading decoding faster and 
more accurate.  

Another area addressed in 
Speech is the task of remember-
ing what you hear.  Students 
practice strategies like attention, 
repetition, and visualization.  
Students need to pay attention to 
their own speech and to remem-
ber everything that their class-
room teacher is saying. 

Speech and language sessions 
have begun.!  Students work on a 
variety of speech and language 
areas.  One area that is ad-
dressed is articulation.  Articula-
tion is the correct placement and 
production of speech sounds.  
Students first achieve correct 
placement of speech sounds in 
isolation, then in single 
words, then in short sen-
tences, then in conversation.  
Because the production of 

speech sounds is stored in the 
procedural memory system of the 
brain, daily practice sessions, out 
loud, are necessary in order to 
achieve correct speech sound pro-
duction during all speaking situa-
tions.   

Other students address keeping 
track of the order of sounds in 

works that they are decod-
ing by using feedback from 
placement of lips, tongue, 

QPAC ~ Quincy Parent Advisory Council to Special Education 

Speech ~ Mrs. Harkins 



T h e  Q u i n c y  S c h o o l -
Community Partnership 
works to bring our schools, 
businesses and community 
organizations together to en-
hance the educational lives 
and opportunities of Quincy 
Public School students 
through the many strengths of 
each partner. Business and 
community partners gain posi-
tive exposure in the commu-
nity, while students gain valu-
able insight into business and 
community practices. Every-
one benefits from this exciting 
initiative. 
“ T h e  Q u i n c y 
School-Community 
Partnership has 
r a i s e d  o v e r 
$250,000 for Quincy 
School students.  

Every dollar directly  funds 
teacher mini-grants, provides 
instrument and instruction for 
QPS music students, supports 
technology in the classroom 
and many other programs 
which make a difference in the 
education of our students.” 
Seven of our teachers were the 
proud recipients of mini-
grants from funds raised 
through the Partnership.  
Congratulations to Lauren 
Lindsay  (K indergar ten 
Teacher), Micah Siegel 
(Literacy Specialist),  Tina Ire-

dal (Literacy Specialist), 
Mary Hurley (4th Gr. 
Teacher), Nancy Joyce (5th 
Gr. Teacher), Janice 
Ronayne (5th Gr. Teacher), 
and Lisa Chan (School Psy-
chologist).    

Below is a list of the Partner-
ship Celebrations scheduled 
for this school year: 
 

Tis the Season...Symphony & 
Song!  

December 9, 2008 
 

Stayin’ Alive/ABBA Mania 
March 20, 2009 

 
Evening at the Pops! 

May 7, 2009 
 

Golf Tournament 
June 25, 2009 

 
Historical Walk for Education 

October 17, 2009 
 
Please contact me at school for 
tickets or questions regarding 
any of the Celebrations.  

Quincy School-Community Partnership 

thew Wu. 

Grade 4:  Anthony Chan, Mel-
ody Umoren, Sandra Zhen, Jor-
dan Currie, Cindy Lam, Karen 
Zou, Helen Lam, Amanda Ngo, 
and Jermaine Oliver. 

Grade 5:  Alan Chen, Emerson 
Devlin, Trina Liang, Michael 
Nguyen, Kathy Wong, Kevin 
Wu, Jia Li Zhang, Ken Zou, and 
Jennifer Chen. 

Each week students in grades 
K-5 participate in a Math Word 
of the Week (WOW) vocabulary 
contest.  A math vocabulary 
word is selected for grades K-2 
and different word is selected 
for grades 3-5.  Students define, 
illustrate, show an example, 
and/or use the vocabulary word 
in a sentence.  A winner is cho-
sen from each grade and pre-
sented with a certificate.  Con-
gratulations to the following 
Math WOW Winners! 

Kindergarten:  Jason Yang, 
Chloe Chin, Jordon Mei, Mi-

chelle Zhen, Olivia Ennaimi, 
Christy Li, Emma Devin, Jared 
Sullivan, and Vanessa Tsang. 

Grade 1:  Brian Chen, Brendon 
Lee, Karen Phung, Sarah Pil-
lone, Casey Zhang, Lydia Chan, 
and Aubree Roche. 

Grade 2:  Nicole Setow, Jasmin 
Chan, Vivian Tran, Jenny 
Chen, Adam Nelson, Honson 
Chan and Phoebe Tang.  

Grade 3:  Catherine Eynation, 
Jami Huang, Victor Chu, 
Tamara Liang, Deonte Wash-
ington-Humphrey, Josephine 
Lee, Mindy Troung, and Mat-

WOW Winners!  
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We’re on the Web! 

www.quincypublicschools.com 

Greetings to All Montclair Families! 

With the close of the first term, I am happy to say we have had a suc-
cessful start to the 2008-2009 school year.  Students have quickly 
grown accustomed to the routines and expectations of their teachers 
and have been hard at work in their classes. 

I am energized to continue the excellence of education and established 
traditions of the Montclair School.  I am also proud of the new Socials 
Studies program implemented in grades 4 and 5 as well as the Sci-
ence program being piloted in grade 3.   Reading groups are also up 
and running!  On any given day, you can walk into a literacy block to 
see small groups of students working with the classroom teacher, 
while the others work with in small groups at literacy centers.  I am 
positive the instruction your child is receiving will stretch him/her to 
his/her full academic potential.   

I encourage you to access the school website for up-to-date informa-
tion and news.  Additionally, please feel free to call the school or drop 
by with any questions you may have.   I am always here for you and 
your child. 

Sincerely, 

 

Renée Lalumiere– Malvesti, 

Principal 

Above are a few pictures of the fifth grade students as they per-
formed “United We Stand,” a community service-learning project, 

to promote voting awareness.   

M o n t c l a i r   

S c h o o l   

8 Belmont Street 
North Quincy, MA 02171 

Phone: 617-984-8708 

Renée Lalumiere-Malvesti, Principal 
rlalumiere@quincy.k12.ma.us 

 
Nancy Joyce, Assistant Principal 

njoyce@quincy.k12.ma.us 

Montclair School ~ 

A Great Place to Grow! 


